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Tom Sawer’s Gang
Six times seven is thirty-five
The chance to escape
BOOM!!
A dead man
Sarah Williams?
Mary Williams!
St. Louis to Cairo
Steamboat a’comin
The Duke & The Dauphin
The Preacher King
Romeo, Juliet & Richard III
Old Jim was gone
Tom is Huck & Huck is Tom
The perfect plan
A desperate gang of cut-throats
The kind-looking doctor
A letter from St. Petersburg
Jim was free
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Mark Twain

HUCKLEBERRY FINN
romance. However, even in the first few
chapters the seeds are sown for what was
to become a much deeper novel, one which
many people interpret as an expression of
the American state of mind at the time
(1876). This does not preclude the fact that
the novel is a rattlingly good adventure
story, loved by children. However, it has an
extra dimension and is a book which can be
read on many levels. It is an adventure story,
a moralistic story and a story about freedom
and integrity, not only of the individual but
of the American people as a whole. It is a
timeless book and in the same way that the
great English classic The Wind in the
Willows is read firstly by children then
revisited by adults, so is Huckleberry Finn.
The essential story is simple enough. A
boy of about thirteen or fourteen decides to
run away from the cruelties of a drunken
father and ‘sivilizing’ pressures of
respectable St. Petersburg society. At the
moment of escape, he falls in with Jim, Miss
Watson’s runaway slave. Together they
make their way down the Mississippi on a
raft brought down on the ‘June rise’,
travelling over a thousand miles to the

Ernest Hemingway said: ‘All modern
American literature comes from one book
by Mark Twain called Huckleberry Finn. It’s
the best book we’ve had. All American
writing comes from that. There was nothing
before. There has been nothing as good
since.’ And T.S. Eliot proposed that the
character of Huckleberry Finn is ‘one of the
permanent symbolic figures of fiction not
unworthy to take a place with Ulysses,
Faust, Don Quixote, Don Juan, Hamlet and
other discoveries which man has made
about himself.’ Huckleberry Finn is indeed
the archtypal American novel which
everyone has heard of, though probably not
read.
Mark Twain started to write The
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn as ‘a
kind of companion’ to his children’s book,
Tom Sawyer. Tom Sawyer is an account
of a romantic thirteen-year-old who lives
happily with his Aunt Polly in St. Petersburg.
Tom loves pranks and he likes to make
adventures happen and happen in style.
Mark Twain started to write Huckleberry
Finn along these lines, as a sequel to Tom
Sawyer. It was to be another boyhood
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Phelps’ plantation in Arkansas, where the
novel has its ending. Gradually we realize
that the Mississippi river represents freedom
and the uncorrupted world. It is the world
of truth and between each of Huck and
Jim’s adventures, time is suspended. Lying
on the raft, cooking fish, gazing up at the
stars, life is simple and straightforward for
them. However, Huck learns about his
conscience. Should he or should he not give
Jim up to the authorities?. Hiding Jim is
illegal, he knows that but Jim is his friend
and the fact that he is black makes no
difference to Huck. He already knows from
experience how wrong it would be to treat
Jim as a gullible second-class citizen. He
learns through many an incident that he has
feelings just as sensitive as his own.
At the end of the novel Huck is back in
civilization with his old friend Tom Sawyer.
But Huck has learnt a lot. Even before he
ran off he was getting bored with Tom’s
‘Sunday school’ adventures and now he is
at the Phelps’ plantation he knows that
Tom’s extraordinary efforts to set Jim free
the hard way, so that it looks good, is
unnecessary. However, he goes along with
it. For Tom, rescuing Jim from captivity is an
exercise and a challenge that has to be
undertaken in as romantic way as possible.
Huck, on the other hand, just wants to set

Jim free. He respects Tom Sawyer’s style but
deep down he realizes that to him it is all a
game. But Huck has thought a lot on his
long river journey. He has grown to know
Jim as a person, not just as a runaway slave,
and it has become his considered opinion
that he should be free to live in peace with
his wife and children.
Huck had always kicked against captivity
(life with Widow Douglas was claustrophobic) but on the river he found a truth
and simplicity.
The book ends, leaving the reader
assuming that Huck will not return with
Tom to St. Petersburg but once more strike
off on his own.
This edition has been abridged especially for
the younger reader but remains romantic,
funny and frightening. If your favourite
episode has been omitted please forgive us.
It is the aim of the editor to whet young
people’s appetites by introducing them to
the rhythms of Mark Twain’s magical
language and his rich cast of characters so
that they will want to hear more about him.
That is when they should turn to the book.
Notes by Jan Fielden
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Cover picture: Tower Rock, View from the Missisippi, Vignette IX
from Karl Bodmer’s Travels into the Interior of North America.
Courtesy of The Bridgeman Art Library, London.
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HUCKLEBERRY FINN
Read by Garrick Hagon
Floating down the Mississippi on their raft, Huckleberry Finn and Jim, a
runaway slave, find life filled with excitement and the spirit of adventure.
Join Huck and Jim and their old friend Tom Sawyer as they come up
against low-down thieves and murderers, whilst being chased by Huck’s
evil, drunken father who is after Huck’s treasure. It is a trip that you will
never tire of.
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“… a thrilling version. Garrick Hagon infuses the 12-year-old hero’s
voice with anarchic vigour, as he discovers the reality of racist slavery…
He is the ideal narrator.”

p 1995 NAXOS AudioBooks Ltd. © 1995 NAXOS AudioBooks Ltd.
Made in Germany.

Garrick Hagon has appeared in many films including
Batman, Star Wars, Cry Freedom, Anthony and Cleopatra,
and Fatherland. His television credits include A Perfect Spy,
The Nightmare Years, Henry V, The Chief, and Love Hurts.
On London's West End he played Chris Keller in All My
Sons, and he is a frequent story reader for the BBC. He
also reads The Adventues of Tom Sawyer and The Call of
the Wild for Naxos AudioBooks.
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